Things are in high gear around the office as we prepare for the Coaches Extravaganza which is the precursor to the spring season. Rosters are being finalized and game schedules are being finished. The Extravaganza will be a great event and I encourage all coaches to attend. It is at the Sheraton Capital Center (downtown) and there will be informative coaches meetings for recreation and challenge coaches. The Classic Division boards will meet and the Annual General Meeting will also occur. The coaches can pick up their packets which will include your team’s game schedule (this will be the earliest that we have gotten this to the coaches). There will be a Trade Show that will highlight our partners and vendors. Door prizes will be handed out to a lucky few! Should be fun-I look forward to seeing you there!!!!


I want to thank Ed Alston, our long-time referee assignor, for his great dedication to CASL, soccer and youth sports in general. CASL has decided to assume the task of referee assigning starting with the spring season. This will allow for one place for CASL members to comment about CASL officiating. Ed has survived many rain-outs, near rain-outs, reschedules, last-minute referee cancellations, etc. during his time as the CASL referee assignor. Many times, it is a thankless job, but in this case, we want to THANK Ed for all that he has done. We will honor Ed at the Extravaganza during the Annual General Meeting. Please plan on showing your appreciation to Ed for his dedicated service.


To that point, anyone who is a certified referee and would like to referee some CASL games this spring, please contact me at charlies@caslemail.com. Those referees that officiated games for us in the fall should receive a letter this week outlining the new assigning procedure. This will include a web-based assigning tool that will help organize the process.


I’d like to announce a merger of sorts within CASL. The CASL Academies will join forces with CASL Camps beginning this spring and summer. This merger will allow our youth players to have options throughout the summer. Bruce Talbot and Jay Howell (CASL Academy heads) will join me (CASL Camps) to provide a summer of fun and instruction. All of the academies (Full day & Half Day at various locations) that you have experienced will be back along with the CASL Future Camps (separate camps for boys and girls), the Painters and Maestro Camps. We will also add some Skill Camps to the list. Please check this web site for information on the Academy/Camp offerings this spring and summer. We hope many CASL players will enhance their soccer learning curve in this fun environment!


Please note on the web site, the new CASL section at the Men’s College Cup. We are trying to set our hosting of the Cup apart from all previous College Cups. We know the event will sell-out but a full CASL section will help make this Cup unique from any other. Those CASL section tickets will only be available until July 31. For the fans, it will be an experience to remember! 


The season starts soon and I hope everyone is as excited as I am. I’m wishing for great weather, great competition played in front of well-behaved crowds. If everyone does their part-this season could be our best ever!

